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UK’s ability to respond to a future pandemic

This bulletin is free to Interested people in Pharma &
Healthcare

Brexit threatens the UK’s ability to respond to the novel coronavirus and future
pandemics

Please send names of new
subscribers to
Jackie@wavedata.co.uk
If you have articles, comments or story ideas, please
send them to the email above

The coronavirus should remind us of just why international cooperation is so
important in reducing the threat of infectious disease
The coronavirus pandemic could not have come at a worse time for the UK and
its citizens. Just as UK government ministers are digging in for the really difficult
part of Brexit.
To read more
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/mar/14/why-brexit-will-delay-uk-getting-vaccine-and-cost-more
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India limits exports

Sanofi to start pharmaceutical
ingredients company

Fears of global shortages of some common drugs after India limited the export of certain medicines due to the coronavirus.

Price Watch ……….UK - UK
Perindopril Prices Double In
February

The world's biggest supplier of generic drugs has restricted exports of 26 ingredients
and the medicines made from them.

WaveData — Top ten
searched products where the
focus was to March 2020

The restricted drugs include Paracetamol, one of the world's most widely-used pain
relievers.
To read more

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/business-51731719
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NHS’s product needs from ABPI
As the Government and the NHS continue to put in place further measures to stop the spread of Coronavirus,
I’m aware that the ABPI has sent a number of requests for support to companies over the past week.
We have been keen to respond as swiftly as possible to these requests as they come in to us, but I thought it
would be helpful to send a short summary of those areas where the Government are still seeking support from
our sector and how to respond.

Issue

Summary

Contact

The Department of Health is looking to purchase full testing packages or components for antigen testing. The testing kit specification is as follows:

Consumables to
support antigen
testing

Swabs
· Nasopharangeal (Floxsynthetic fiber tipped (polyester) or flocked swabs) with
polystyrene shafts that are scored at 80 mm for a breakpoint
· Nasopharyngeal (minitip) are currently preferred
· No discoloration on the swab bud (i.e. yellowing or brown discoloration).
· Sterilised and individually wrapped
· No calcium alginate swabs
· No swabs with wooden shafts
· Nose and throat swabs (Rayon tipped – FDA review in process)
· Swabs for PCR diagnostic testing
Sample Vial
· Glass (20.25 +- 0.25 x 47.25+- 0.5) & Plastic (TBD)
Viral transport medium
· Covid-19 transport medium
Alcohol/Sanitiser wipes
Re-packaging (storage/biohazard packaging)
· Vial wrap – Specification TBD
· Sealed zip lock bag
· Second bag (plastic/cushioned)
· Sealable container – ‘Biobottle’
· Postal ‘biobox’
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Companies
should contact covidtestin
gtriage@dhsc.g
ov.uk
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Ventilator manufacturing

ITU Medicines

The government is looking for businesses who can support the supply of ventilators and ventilator components across the UK.
Specification of the minimally clinically acceptable ventilator is now available here.

As a number of Trusts across the country open additional ITU beds, The Department of Health and Social Care is looking to acquire a number of ITU medicines. Please find this list attached, and those medicines required urgently are
listed below:
· Atracurium (all strengths)
· Cisatricurium (all strengths)
· Alfentanil (all strengths)
· Fentanyl (all strengths)
· Noradrenaline (all strengths)
· Midazolam (all strengths)
· Propofol (all strengths)
The Department has contacted all known MAHs who make these drugs to ask
about current and additional supplies and are aware that there may be companies
who do not have active licences, but may still be in a position to help.
Please note, MHRA and the Home Office will be contacted for regulatory support
as required.

Please contact ventilator.s
upport@beis.go
v.uk or contact
0300 456 3565
You can register here.

If your company is in a position where you
may be able to
supply any of
these products,
please contact
the following:
Sarah.McAleer@
dhsc.gov.uk
jane.kelly19@n
hs.net
ian.allen1@nhs
.net

This request was sent to the ABPI, we will continue to include this sort of request in our bulletins in case it can
do some good.
If you need to contact the ABPI direct there email address is covid19@abpi.org.uk
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Import restrictions lifted to improve cannabis access
The Department of Health has announced that Wholesalers will be able to hold stocks of cannabis-based
medicines for future supply, ready for pharmacies to order for patients with prescriptions.
Most cannabis-based medicines are imported from overseas, and wholesalers will now be able to import and
store larger quantities of cannabis-based products.
This will allow patients to receive their medication in a matter of days rather than months.
To read more
https://www.chemistanddruggist.co.uk/news/dh-lifts-import-restrictions-improve-access-cannabis-medicines?cid=ENL-DAILY-LN-TOPSTORY-2020-0304

Wavedata
Despite the interesting times we live in and all the challenges the corona virus brings, Wavedata are continuing
to process pricing data so that companies can continue to access the up to date pricing information allowing
you to stay competitively priced.
This means we will continue to publish the range of market prices for thousands of medical products.
We are also continuing to develop our semi-automated process which allows market price data to be added to
services such as wavedata live at https://www.wavedata.net with less need for manual data entry.
Please see Video https://www.linkedin.com/company/wavedata-ltd
Charles Joynson
Www.wavedata.co.uk

Sanofi to start pharmaceutical ingredients company
The French company has said that it will spin off a new company that will create the active chemical
ingredients for drugs, expanding into a market currently dominated by firms in China and India.
Sanofi plans an initial public offering for the new firm, which will be based in France and which is forecast to
have sales of 1 billion euros in 2022.
The need for such a company is being brought “sharply into focus” by outbreaks of a novel coronavirus that
threaten pharmaceutical supply chains.
To read more
https://www.statnews.com/2020/02/24/sanofi-to-start-pharmaceutical-ingredients-company-which-it-says-may-avert-future-shortages/

Price Watch ……….UK - UK Perindopril Prices Double In February
Perindopril tablets saw UK prices rise by as much as 96% in February, according to the latest information from WaveData.
Perindopril was among the molecules with the steepest price UK rises in
February 2020, according to the latest figures from WaveData, based on trade prices to independent pharmacists.
Perindopril 8mg tablets in 30-count packs saw an average price rise of 96% to £3.75 ($4.68) as the cheapest offer increased by 11% to £1.39. Meanwhile, for the 4mg counterpart the average rise was 88% to almost exactly the same
average price, £3.74, as the lowest price available jumped by 37% to £1.85.
To see more go to http://www.wavedata.co.uk/newinfo.asp and view our article from this month’s Generics
Bulletin.
WaveData
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WaveData — Top ten searched products where the focus was to March 2020
According to WaveData, these were the most commonly investigated products in searches of the online pricing data
Wavedata Live at https://www.wavedata.net
Both uk and pi prices were viewed for each product, giving some indication of where the focus was to March 2020
WaveData prices in the top 10 article are averages.

Product

Dec-19

Jan-20

Feb-20

Mar-20

Oxytetracycline Tabs 250mg 28

£4.29

£4.57

£4.69

£5.55

Metformin Tabs 500mg 28

£0.93

£1.03

£1.04

£0.98

Clopidogrel Tabs 75mg 28

£1.07

£1.02

£0.92

£0.92

Naproxen Tabs 500mg 28

£2.51

£2.34

£3.33

£4.22

Amitriptyline Tabs 50mg 28

£1.38

£1.35

£1.23

£1.19

Naproxen Tabs 250mg 28

£2.89

£2.75

£3.23

£3.69

Allopurinol Tabs 300mg 28

£1.12

£1.01

£0.99

£1.26

Amitriptyline Tabs 25mg 28

£0.37

£0.35

£0.33

£0.32

Prednisolone Tabs 5mg 28

£1.30

£1.23

£1.17

£1.04

Hydrocortisone Tabs 10mg 30

£9.46

£7.41

£6.56

£7.79

We’re on the web!
www.wavedata.co.uk

This bulletin now goes out to 4800 plus people.
If you would like to add or suggest any articles/comments, please let me know by the 22nd April
2020, as I will be issuing the next bulletin on the 29th April 2020
If you have any colleagues who would like to receive this, please let them know about it.
You can view all copies of the Bulletin at
http://www.wavedata.co.uk/newinfo.asp
Jackie Moss
WaveData Ltd
E-mail:

Jackie@wavedata.co.uk
Twitter @wavedata

