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New method of setting price concessions
A new system that is more responsive to price rises so that pharmacists do not end
up out of pocket is being trialed by the department of health.
The Department of Health and Social Care (DHSC) has been in discussions with
the Pharmaceutical Services Negotiating Committee (PSNC) about changing the
system and, according to the PSNC, the DHSC is now working on a system that
gathers ‘timely data’ from manufacturers on the price of generics.
The new system is to be more responsive to price rises, and ensures community
pharmacy contractors do not carry unreasonable costs on behalf of the NHS.
To read more

https://priceshall.com/currencies/british-pound/103211/government-trialling-new-method-of-setting-priceconcessions/
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A student studying human biology at the University of Birmingham is on the hunt for
a work placement for this summer or for the year
He is currently a second-year student and his course covers many aspects of the
application of biochemistry and molecular biology.
His aim is to further his course-based lab experience to aid in the research and development process and ultimately better the lives of patients globally.
His key achievements to date include:
Familiarity with maintaining Good Manufacturing Practice (GMP) and following
Standard Operating Procedures (SOPs)
Co-chairman of Biosciences debates in 1st year.
Achieved a 1st class grade in 1st year and continue to perform at this level.
Achieved a bronze medal in the British Biology Olympiad.
If you can use him, please make contact via Daniel Griffin DXG652@student.bham.ac.uk

Rise on cost of prescriptions
From April 2018, prescription cost will raise from £8.60 to £8.80 an increase of 2.3%,
the increase will be for each medicine or appliance dispensed by the NHS.
The three-month PPC remains at £29.10 and the cost of the annual PPC will stay at
£104.
Prescription charges were abolished in Wales in 2007; Northern Ireland in 2010 and
Scotland in 2011, but around 10 percent of patients in England are still expected to
pay for their medicines, bringing more than £450 million to the Department of
Health’s coffers.
To read more
https://www.moneywise.co.uk/news/2018-02-27/nhs-prescription-charges-to-rise-april
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Organizational Change
Recently our family acquired a puppy for the first time ever and this event triggered a thought process in my mind
which I wanted to share.
“So what’s that got to do with the Pharmaceutical Industry and Dispensing Doctors?” I can hear you ask.
Well it got me thinking about the whole concept of organizational change, as a family we have to adapt to a new
situation, and worst of all, that dreaded concept of change. This event coincided with me reading an article which
discusses the whole issue of change and is aimed mainly at GP practices in primary care.
As human beings we don’t like change do we? Changing bank account, changing mortgage provider, changing
supermarkets, changing our personal viewing habits; all are things we only really do if we are forced to.
But what factors change organizational behaviour in a dispensing doctor practice?
There are quite a few areas where dispensing practices could look at minor organizational change in order to
increase efficiency or to improve dispensary income such as changing wholesaler, bulk ordering their top 50 generic
lines, looking to use Parallel Imports where there is no UK discount scheme or simply giving the dispensary manager
the support they need to concentrate on the business of running a dispensary and not just being a lead dispenser.
There may be other things to look at such as automation in the dispensary or potential software packages and online
ordering to speed up the ordering process or automated ordering via EMIS for example.
But how does the pharmaceutical industry look to initiate change in their customers’ behaviour and more importantly
prescribing and dispensing practice.
Well firstly the customer [dispensing doctor] needs to be made aware of the possible alternatives to their current
buying and prescribing choices. And this can be achieved via advertising, direct mailing, ebulletin, telesales and a
face to face visit from a representative of the company. From a business point of view the mantra is always “return
on investment” and pharma wants to achieve the best possible results at the lowest possible cost – which makes
complete sense.
As a coincidence I stumbled across an ebulletin click through rate for an job advertising website and for a cost in
excess of £3000 the viewing numbers was quoted as 15,000 with 250[ish] clicks through – equating to 0.016%. So I
had a look at our own click through rate on Dispex ebulletins and that figure of 0.016% isn’t actually as bad as I
initially thought it was. But that isn’t the point really, it was the cost of the ebulletin to the client [£3000+] which I found
interesting. It them occurred to me that many pharma companies [and associated organizations] should probably
revisit where and how they spend their money.
This is all pretty much common sense – but it occurred to me to wonder how often pharma looks to change the way it
approaches its potential dispensing doctor customers? The reason I ask is obvious, Dispex could help raise
awareness of pharma offerings into the dispensing doctor world.
By Gregory Bull of Dispex
http://www.dispex.net/

Price Watch ……….UK
Pregabalin price falls a fifth in February
Average and minimum UK trade prices for pregabalin 150mg capsules experienced double-digit declines in
February, according to the latest figures reported by WaveData. The epilepsy, pain and anxiety treatment saw its
average price fall by a fifth to £5.95 (US$8.26) as the cheapest available offer dropped by 14% to £2.57 (see Figure
1).
To see more go to http://www.wavedata.co.uk/newinfo.asp and view our article from this month’s Generics Bulletin.
WaveData
Subscribe to the industry's comprehensive source of news and analysis.
www.generics-bulletin.com
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Adaptive Designs in Clinical Trials Conference
2018

9th-10th
Apr 18

London

http://www.smi-online.co.uk/pharmaceuticals/uk/adaptive-designs?
utm_medium=www.adaptivedesigns.co.uk&utm_source=P242&utm_campaign=emex6

Conference on policy priorities for regenerative
medicine and advanced therapies

17th Apr 18 london

http://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/regenerative-medicine2018

Dementia 2020 The Next Phase

17th Apr 18 london

http://2018.dementia2020.co.uk/agenda

Policy conference on the devolution of health
and social care

19th Apr 18 london

http://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/devolution-of-health2018

WOUNDS UK INFECTION DAY CONFERENCE 19th Apr 18 York

http://www.wounds-uk.com/events.php?eventid=100005&tab=5#tabs

Free from Slavery, Free from Human Rights
Abuse

19th - 20th
london
Apr 18

https://front-group.co.uk/modernslavery/brochure/

BioTrinity 2018

23rd - 25th
london
Apr 18

www.biotrinity.com

Real-World Evidence & Access Europe 2018

24th - 25th
Berlin
Apr 18

jmackintosh 9a/t) eyeforpharma.com

14th Legal Affairs Conference – with 24 April
networking dinner with legal experts (separate
registration)

25th Apr 18 London

http://www.medicinesforeurope.com/events/?t=events

Conference on the next steps for improving
patient safety in the NHS

26th Apr 18 London

http://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/improving-patientsafety-2018

11th European Biosimilars Congress

26th - 27th
Italy
Apr 18

http://biosimilars-biologics.pharmaceuticalconferences.com/europe/callfor-abstracts.php

16th Biosimilar Medicines Conference – Biosimi26th - 27th
lar medicines: unlocking the full potential of
London
Apr 18
biologics

http://www.medicinesforeurope.com/events/?t=events

Priorities for improving payment systems and
reimbursement in healthcare

http://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/payments-in-healthcare
-18

3rd May 18 london

Priorities for the prevention, care and treatment 10th May
of stroke in England
18
EMIG Quarterly Meeting

14th May
18

3rd Annual Patient Engagement and Experience 16th-17th
conference
May 18

London

http://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/stroke-care-18

london

http://www.delegant.co.uk/emig/

Amsterdam

andrea.weber (a/t) pharmafe.com

17th Diabetic Foot Conference

18th May
18

Worcesterhttps://www.malverndiabeticfoot.org/
shire

The future of health commissioning in England

21st May 18 london

http://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/commissioning-healthservices-18

Policy conference on cancer in Scotland - inc.
role of the pharmaceutical industry

23rd May
18

http://www.scotlandpolicyconferences.co.uk/book/cancer-policy-inScotland-2018

Pharmacovigilance Europe Congress 2018

22nd - 23rd
london
May 18

pharmacovigilance (a/t) gravitonevents.org

WOUNDS UK LEG ULCER CONFERENCE

24th May
18

bookings (a/t) omniamed.com

Brexit - What's Next for Pharma?

5th June 18 Herts

Edinburgh

Liverpool

events (a/t) vwv.co.uk

Next steps for medical technologies, devices
7th June 18 London
and diagnostics: access, regulation and funding

http://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/medical-technologies18

Joint 24th Medicines for Europe and 21st IGBA
13th - 15th
Annual Conference – Global Generic, Biosimilar
Budapest
June 18
and Value Added Medicines Conference

http://www.medicinesforeurope.com/events/annual2018/
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Conference on older people’s care in Wales funding, new models and dementia care

20th June
18

Wales

http://www.policyforumforwales.co.uk/book/older-peoples-care-in-Wales

Big Data for Pharmacovigilance

20th - 21st
June 18

london

http://www.dsru.org/courses/course-calendar/course/big-data-forpharmacovigilance-conference/

EMIG Business Development Group

21st June
18

Oxfordshire

http://www.delegant.co.uk/emig

Conference on the next steps for professional
healthcare regulation - relevant to pharmacy

21st June
18

london

Healthcare Digital Technology Congress

26th June
18

Pharma AI & IoT 2018

11th -12th
July 18

Priorities for adult social care in England: funding, delivery and policy options

12th July 18 london

http://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/healthcare-regulation-18
Mancheswww.convenzis.co.uk
ter
london

saket (a/t) viconferences.co.uk
http://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/social-care-England-18

Conference on the next steps for improving can17th July 18 london
cer care in England

http://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/cancer-care-in-England18

FIP World Congress hosted by The Royal Phar- 2nd - 6th
maceutical Society
Sept 18

Glasgow

http://www.delegant.co.uk/emig

Next steps for patient records, IT and data secu- 13th Sept
rity in the NHS
18

london

http://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/patient-records-18

European Prefilled Syringes Summit

19th - 20th
Berlin
Sept 18

***SAVE THE DATE*** NIHR Clinical Research
Network: National Industry Event - The Future
10th Oct 18 london
Now
The 2018 DDA (Dispensing Doctor Association) 17th-18th
Birmingand Best Practice conferences and exhibition
Oct 18
ham
EMIG Business Development Group

Oxford18th Oct 18
shire

2nd Value Added Medicines Conference

Nov-18

EMIG Business Development Group

Oxford13th Dec 18
shire
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Mohammad Ahsan on +44 (0) 203 141 0606
mohamed.jama (a/t) nihr.ac.uk

https://www.dispensingdoctor.org/conference/
http://www.delegant.co.uk/emig
http://www.medicinesforeurope.com/events/vam2018/
http://www.delegant.co.uk/emig
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WaveData — Top ten searched products where the focus was to February 2018
According to WaveData, these were the most commonly investigated products in searches of the online pricing data
Wavedata Live at http://www.wavedata.net
Both uk and pi prices were viewed for each product, giving some indication of where the focus was to February 2018
WaveData prices in the top 10 article are averages.

Product
Amitriptyline Tabs 25mg 28

Nov-18

Dec-17

Jan-18

Feb-18

£0.58

£0.57

£0.61

£0.56

Losartan Tabs 50mg 28

£0.72

£0.73

£0.64

£0.56

Ramipril Caps 5mg 28

£0.75

£0.69

£0.61

£0.54

Aripiprazole Tabs 10mg 28

£4.44

£5.27

£5.17

£4.69

Carbimazole Tabs 5mg 100

£39.89

£38.35

£37.91

£37.81

Simvastatin Tabs 20mg 28

£0.56

£0.59

£0.58

£0.60

Amitriptyline Tabs 10mg 28

£0.82

£0.79

£0.78

£0.73

Eplerenone Tabs 25mg 28

£32.70

£30.17

£24.28

£18.83

Hydrocortisone Tabs 10mg 30

£21.49

£23.59

£20.34

£22.94

£4.21

£4.24

£4.18

£4.36

Carbocisteine Caps 375mg 120

We’re on the web!
www.wavedata.co.uk

This bulletin now goes out to 4800 plus people.
If you would like to add or suggest any articles/comments, please let me know by the
18th April 2018, as I will be issuing the next bulletin on the 25th April 2018
If you have any colleagues who would like to receive this, please let them know about
it.
You can view all copies of the Bulletin at
http://www.wavedata.co.uk/newinfo.asp
Jackie Moss
WaveData Ltd
E-mail:

Jackie@wavedata.co.uk
Twitter @wavedata

