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Medicines won’t be available in UK post-Brexit
Chief executive of the European Association of Euro-Pharmaceutical Companies
(EAEPC) has warned that that a significant number of drugs may no longer be
available to patients in Britain from midnight on March 29 next year unless its
medicines regulator registers those products for use in the UK.
The strain on pharmacists obtaining medicines could get even worse, risking
many patient’s health.
There are currently 400 drug molecules that are centrally approved in Europe
which will no longer be available for distribution to patients in the UK post-Brexit.
To read more
https://www.pharmacy.biz/medicines-will-no-longer-be-available-in-uk-post-brexit-unless-mhra-acts-to-end-impasse/
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Price Watch ……….UK
Oxybutynin averages far exceed minimum
Oxybutynin tablets in four presentations saw their average UK trade prices leap
by as much as five times in April, according to the latest figures from WaveData.
However, the high averages belied minimum price offers that barely changed,
with each representing only about an eighth of the average prices recorded
across the month.
To see more go to http://www.wavedata.co.uk/newinfo.asp and view our article
from this month’s Generics
Bulletin.
WaveData
Subscribe to the industry's comprehensive source
of news and analysis.
www.generics-bulletin.com

Dispensing Doctors

New biologics drug substance manufacturing facility in Ireland

Forthcoming Events

Ireland has been chosen as the location by WuXi Biologics to build the largest
bio-manufacturing facility in Dundalk, close to the border with Northern Ireland.

Pharmaceutical
companies shut down in
Nigeria
WaveData — Top ten
searched products
where the focus was to
April 2018

The company are set to invest £325 million, creating 400 new jobs over five
years.
Headquartered in Wuxi city, Jiangsu province, China, WuXi Biologics is a
leading global platform company providing end-to-end solutions for biologics
with a mission to accelerate and transform biologics discovery, development and
manufacturing to benefit patients around the world.
To read more
http://www.4-traders.com/WUXI-BIOLOGICS-CAYMAN-INC-37230806/news/Wuxi-Biologics-Cayman-to-Invest-325m-to-build-largestbio-manufacturing-facility-using-single-use-26602232/
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How often are pharmacists losing money dispensing generics?
Wavedata looked at the number of times average market prices - paid by or offered to chemists or dispensing
doctors - have topped the English drug tariff or the NCSO (no cheaper stock obtainable) concession price each
month.
The resulting graph shows that there has been a gradual increase in both over the last ten years.
The first time an NCSO price was less than the average market price was in June 2011 when three products
Gabapentin Caps 100mg 100 (£10.16 ave vs £9.59 ncso), Gabapentin Caps 400mg 100 (£16.43 ave vs £9.89
ncso) and Naftidrofuryl Caps 100mg 84 (£9.84 ave vs £7.80 ncso) made pharmacies lose money. These three
products meant losses of £0.57, £6.54 and £2.04 per pack respectively .
In April 2018 there were 114 cases where average market prices were above the English drug tariff, and 26 where
the average price was above the concession price, meaning losses for pharmacies if they supplied, time wasted
trying to find the stock and customer desertions if they couldn't find it.
Charles Joynson
www.wavedata.co.uk
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Dispensing Doctors
According to the Dispensing Doctors’ Association website www.dispensingdoctor.org there are the following numbers of dispensing doctor practices across the UK:
England 1023
Wales 79
Scotland 96
And with branch dispensing sites the total number of dispensing doctor sites is much larger than this.
Dispensing doctors provide a vital NHS primary care service to rural dispensing patients and are in the unique position of
running a dispensary where the dispensers are dispensing prescriptions generated in the same practice.
For may years dispensing doctors have been the subject of much discussion by pharma and have been key targets.
This year Dispex has been working with the Dispensing Doctors Association to bring a number of roadshows to the areas
further away from the usual conference locations and has successfully run two, one near Darlington and one near Taunton,
with just shot of fifty NHS delegates in attendance. The events have been sponsored by Takeda, Lexon and Pharmacy Storage Solutions.
Here is a review of the first event from Taunton on April 18th of this year.
First DDA/Dispex Mini-conference Report
It was a bright and sunny morning as the delegates and exhibitors gathered for morning tea, coffee or fruit juice in anticipation of a day packed with vital information for dispensary staff. The twenty five delegates, comprised of GPs, Dispensary
Managers, Practice Managers and Dispenser chatted with the exhibitors, Lexon and Takeda whilst the speakers set up the
day’s presentations.
Dr Philip Koopowitz of the Dispensing Doctors Association welcomed the delegates to the conference and thanked the sponsors, making the very valid point that without the support of Takeda and Lexon, that delegate costs would have been much
higher.
Dr Koopowitz then went straight into his first presentation of three for the day which clarified [as much as is possible] off the
vagaries of Personally Administered [PA] items and the way in which the Vat element is reimbursed to dispensing practices.
This session also covered which items are PA and which aren’t – an area where losses to the dispensary can occur if you
are not dealing with your Vat correctly!
Delegates took copious notes and there were several questions from the various GPs in the audience who wanted further
clarification, Dr Koopowitz didn’t disappoint and throughout the day answered all questions with authority. This dispensing
GP spends a lot of time working with his dispensary team looking at how to maintain profitability without compromising the
drug budget.
The next presentation was given by Philip Edwards and Kerry Frenz of NHS Prescription Services who gave an overview of
how your prescriptions are processed by them in order to help minimize prescription returns and minimise the time between
submission and payment to the practice. Again they showed a number of specific prescriptions which would be returned to
the practice and how to avoid this.
After a short tea and coffee break outside in the sunshine the next presentation was titled Regulations, Regulations, Regulations and cut through and explained many of the regulations by which a dispensing doctor dispenses. One thing of special
importance are the new regulations regarding the Falsified Medicines Directive which comes into force on 9th February 2019
and Dr Koopowitz ran the delegates through this new regulation and, with the delegates, discussed the very serious implications for dispensing doctors.
By the time this informative talk was over the delegates were ready for a break and some very welcome food. A buffet lunch
was enjoyed by all, and due to the glorious sunshine, many delegates sat outside to eat. It was interesting to see so many
dispensary staff chatting about their own dispensing process and their own profitability and the way their dispensaries were
managed. It was a great networking opportunity and much discussion between the experienced attendees and the GPs was
a valuable experience. As with all things sometimes as a business manager you need to step away from the business and
look at it with new eyes, or through another person’s perspective.
Gregory Bull, Commercial Manager of Dispex Limited then brought the conference back together and gave a talk on the
ways in which organizations, and in this case dispensaries, need to move forwards and embrace new technologies. Various
useful websites such as the dm+d browser and Drug Tariff online and explained how to get the most out of them.
The final conference talk was then delivered by Dr Koopowitz who gave a presentation filled with tips for improving those
dispensary margins and backed up the theory by demonstrating plenty of areas where income can be maintained and even
increased. Specific examples of a whole host of branded products were talked through where there is still a good and healthy
manufacturers discount scheme in place. One GP took many photos of this vital talk.
By the time that the conference closed all the delegates were happy and filled out their evaluation sheets, some chatted with
the sponsors and speakers and there was certainly interest in some of the innovative products and services which had been
demonstrated throughout the day, such as the new online ordering system SPOT which is being developed by Lexon to ease
dispensary ordering procedures.
And so the first DDA/Dispex mini-conference drew to a successful conclusion. It was hailed as a great success by all those
who attended, and everyone went home wiser and with plenty of action points to implement in their dispensaries over the
coming weeks.
After the Summer Holidays the tour continues – email michelle@dispex.net to register for interest in an exhibition stand –
stands are limited to four per conference and two of those are already booked for the remaining four events of 2018!
Gregg Bull

www.dispex.net
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Forthcoming Events
Organizer

Date

Venue

Link or Email

Brexit - What's Next for Pharma?

5th June 18

Herts

events (a/t) vwv.co.uk

HSJ Life Sciences Forum

6th June 18

london

https://lifesciences.hsj.co.uk/node/1602?
utm_source=EMIG&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=LSF18

London

http://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/medical-technologies-18

Next steps for medical technologies,
devices and diagnostics: access, regu- 7th June 18
lation and funding
Market Access educational event

12th June 18 london

The 2nd Wound Care Congress: From 13th-14th
Innovations to Clinical Trials
June 18
NHS Confederation Confed18

13th-14th
June 18

Joint 24th Medicines for Europe and
21st IGBA Annual Conference – Global 13th - 15th
Generic, Biosimilar and Value Added
June 18
Medicines Conference

Edinburgh

https://pmsociety.org.uk/event/uk-market-access-landscape-2018
http://wcict2018.com/scientific-program.aspx

Manchester supporters (a/t) nhsconfed.org

Budapest

http://www.medicinesforeurope.com/events/annual2018/

EMIG HR 'Special Interest Group' Meet19th June 18 london
ing

www.delegant.co.uk/emig

Conference on older people’s care in
Wales - funding, new models and dementia care

20th June 18 Wales

http://www.policyforumforwales.co.uk/book/older-peoples-care-in-Wales

Scottish Medicines Consortium (SMC)
Industry Engagement Event

20th June 18 Glasgow

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/smc-industry-engagement-event-20-june-2018tickets-45378915558

Big Data for Pharmacovigilance

20th - 21st
June 18

http://www.dsru.org/courses/course-calendar/course/big-data-forpharmacovigilance-conference/

EMIG Business Development Group

21st June 18 Oxfordshire http://www.delegant.co.uk/emig

Conference on the next steps for professional healthcare regulation - relevant to pharmacy

21st June 18 london

The Int'l Annual Congress on Clinical
Trials

25th-26th
June 18

Healthcare Digital Technology Congress

26th June 18 Manchester www.convenzis.co.uk

OBN BioTuesday

26th June 18 Oxford

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/obn-biotuesday-what-did-genomics-ever-do-forus-tickets-45930971773?aff=es2

EMIG Compliance Special Interest
Group

26th June 18 london

www.delegant.co.uk/emig

london

http://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/healthcare-regulation-18
Austria

http://iacct-europe.com/congress-program.aspx

The 2nd World Congress on Regulatory
2nd-3rd July
Affairs for Medical Devices
london
18
(RAMD2018)

http://www.ramd2018.com/default.aspx

AWTTC Best Practice Day: Medicines
Optimisation

10th July 19 Cardiff

www.awmsg.org

Pharma AI & IoT 2018

11th -12th
July 18

saket (a/t) viconferences.co.uk

Priorities for adult social care in England: funding, delivery and policy options

12th July 18 london

Conference on the next steps for improving cancer care in England

17th July 18 london

FIP World Congress hosted by The
Royal Pharmaceutical Society

2nd - 6th
Sept 18

The 4th World Congress on Clinical
Trials for Medical Devices

5th-6th Sept
london
18

COMMERCIAL

london

http://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/social-care-England-18

BULLETIN

Glasgow

http://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/cancer-care-in-England-18
http://www.delegant.co.uk/emig
http://ctmd2018.com/default.aspx
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Organizer

Date

5th-6th Sept
Cleanroom Management Summit 2018
18
10th-12th
NLSDays 2018
sept 18
Next steps for patient records, IT and data secu- 13th Sept
rity in the NHS
18
Mental Health 2018 Delivering the Five year
19th Sept
Forward View
18
19th - 20th
European Prefilled Syringes Summit
Sept 18

Venue

Link or Email

london

https://www.wplgroup.com/aci/event/cleanroom-management-summit/

Stockholm https://www.nlsdays.com/registration-fees/
london

http://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/patient-records-18

london

http://mentalhealth2018.govconnect.org.uk/index.php?
option=com_reg&refcode=IC18

Berlin

Mohammad Ahsan on +44 (0) 203 141 0606

NHS Productivity

2nd Oct 18

Manchesdaniel.snape (a/t) cvnews.co.uk
ter

Global Generics & Biosimilars Awards 2018

9th Oct 18

Spain

CPhI Worldwide 2018

9th-11th Oct
Madrid
18

https://www.fair-point.com/event/cphi-worldwide/

10th Oct 18 london

mohamed.jama (a/t) nihr.ac.uk

***SAVE THE DATE*** NIHR Clinical Research
Network: National Industry Event - The Future
Now
The International Congress on Precision Medicine Beyond Cancer
The 2018 DDA (Dispensing Doctor Association)
and Best Practice conferences and exhibition

15th-16th
Oct 18
17th-18th
Oct 18

Germany

Birmingham
OxfordEMIG Business Development Group
18th Oct 18
shire
Next steps for integrated care systems - collabo- 30th Oct
london
ration, innovation and lessons so far
187
7th-8th Nov
Precision Medicine Congress
Berlin
18
Conference on mental health policy in Wales 9th Nov 18 Wales
quality, access, delivery and young people
2nd Value Added Medicines Conference

Nov-18

EMIG Business Development Group
Eyeforpharma Barcelona
HiAP 2019 - Delivering Health Equity Tackling
Inequalities

awards (a/t) generics-bulletin.com

http://www.pmbc2018.com/welcome-note.aspx?mode=browse
https://www.dispensingdoctor.org/conference/
http://www.delegant.co.uk/emig
http://www.westminsterforumprojects.co.uk/book/integrated-care-18
https://www.wplgroup.com/aci/event/precision-medicine-congress/
http://www.policyforumforwales.co.uk/book/mental-health-services-Wales
-18

Brussels

http://www.medicinesforeurope.com/events/vam2018/
Oxford13th Dec 18
shire
http://www.delegant.co.uk/emig
12th-14th
Barcelona gquartin (a/t) eyeforpharma.com
Mar 19
http://hiap2019.govconnect.org.uk/index.php?
1st May 19 london
option=com_reg&pcode=HiAP19_EARLYBIRD

Pharmaceutical companies shut down in Nigeria
The National Agency for Food and Drug Administration & Control (NAFDAC) has shut down three major
pharmaceutical companies for their alleged involvement in the codeine syrup abuse currently ravaging
youth in Nigeria.
The companies shut are Emzor Pharmaceuticals Ind. Ltd., Peace Standard Pharmaceutical Limited, and
Bioraj Pharmaceutical Limited.
An investigation of 2 of the 3 pharmaceutical companies was carried out on the 2nd May 18 by the NAFDAC
and police officers.
A recent BBC documentary exposed the addiction of some Nigerians to codeine and the complicity of staff
of some pharmaceutical companies.
To read more
https://www.premiumtimesng.com/health/health-news/267619-codeine-addiction-nigeria-shuts-down-three-pharmaceutical-companies.html
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WaveData — Top ten searched products where the focus was to April 2018
According to WaveData, these were the most commonly investigated products in searches of the online pricing data
Wavedata Live at http://www.wavedata.net
Both uk and pi prices were viewed for each product, giving some indication of where the focus was to April 2018
WaveData prices in the top 10 article are averages.

Product

Jan-18

Feb-18

Mar-18

Apr-18

Amitriptyline Tabs 10mg 28

£0.77

£0.73

£0.70

£0.72

Citalopram Tabs 20mg 28

£1.87

£1.38

£1.04

£0.93

Omeprazole Caps 20mg 28

£0.42

£0.40

£0.45

£0.45

Simvastatin Tabs 20mg 28

£0.59

£0.61

£0.55

£0.50

Amlodipine Besilate Tabs 5mg 28

£1.72

£1.10

£0.79

£0.55

Doxazosin Tabs 4mg 28

£0.60

£0.58

£0.60

£0.64

Amlodipine Besilate Tabs 10mg 28

£1.75

£1.10

£0.72

£0.57

£16.67

£15.86

£16.66

£22.11

Clopidogrel Tabs 75mg 28

£1.03

£0.97

£1.00

£0.98

Citalopram Tabs 10mg 28

£0.97

£1.01

£0.83

£0.80

Bicalutamide Tabs 50mg 28

We’re on web
www.wavedata.co.uk

This bulletin now goes out to 4700 plus people.
If you would like to add or suggest any articles/comments, please let me know by
the 13th June 2018, as I will be issuing the next bulletin on the 20th June 2018
If you have any colleagues who would like to receive this, please let them know
about it.
You can view all copies of the Bulletin at
http://www.wavedata.co.uk/newinfo.asp
Jackie Moss
WaveData Ltd
E-mail:

Jackie@wavedata.co.uk
Twitter @wavedata

