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Largest-ever privatisation deal for NHS
The largest privatisation of its services in a deal worth up to £780m intended
to help hospitals tackle the growing backlogs of patients waiting for surgery
and tests has been agreed by the NHS.
Plans to deal with the backlog of patients waiting for surgery & tests will see
11 companies paid to diagnose and treat patients.
The private companies will carry out heart, joint and other types of operations
and perform scans, X-rays and other diagnostic tests on patients.
The services will be provided in mobile units rather than hospitals.
To read more
http://www.welfareweekly.com/nhs-agrees-largest-ever-privatisation-deal-to-tackle-backlog/
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UK names first drug in early access scheme
First medicine named in early access scheme
The first drug has been approved through the UKs early Access to Medicine Scheme.
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The product is MSD’s PD-1 inhibitor pembrolizumab, an immunotherapy treatment for advanced melanoma.
The scheme allows patients with life-threatening and seriously debilitating conditions, to receive new
drugs as soon as the MHRA has signalled that the benefits outweigh the risks, through a two-stage
evaluation process.
To read more
http://news.yahoo.com/merck-cancer-drug-first-approved-under-uk-early-075106761--finance.html

Special points of interest:

Dog sniffs out thyroid cancer
This bulletin is free to Interested
people in Pharma & Healthcare

Please send names of new subscribers to Jackie@wavedata.co.uk

If you have articles, comments or
story ideas, please send them to the
email above

Frankie, a trained scent dog sniffing urine samples has accurately detected whether
or not patients have thyroid cancer.
A study showed that the dog’s diagnostic accuracy is only slightly less than that of
fine-needle aspiration biopsy, generally the first port of call to test for thyroid nodules
for cancer.
The canine approach relies on dogs having 10 times the number of smell receptors
as people and being able to pick out the unique smells being released by cancers.
Tests on 34 patients showed an 88% success rate in finding tumours
To read more
http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/health-31785245
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The CQC has made the following seven recommendations regarding Controlled Drugs and the controlled drug accountable
officers
1.
2.

3.
4.

5.
6.
7.

NHS England controlled drug accountable officers must be adequately resourced to carry out their roles and responsibilities with regard to controlled drugs.
NHS England controlled drug accountable officers must be clear about their responsibilities for controlled drug governance arrangements and strengthen their relationships with clinical commissioning groups (CCGs) and commissioning
support units (CSUs) so that these organisations are clear as to how they can support them.
NHS England controlled drug accountable officers should consider organising learning events for controlled drug accountable officer colleagues and controlled drug leads, to enable them to share learning and best practice.
NHS England controlled drug accountable officers should consider extending membership of the controlled drug local
intelligence network to other relevant local organisations (such as social enterprise organisations or community interest
companies) either on a permanent or ‘as required’ basis.
A formal process should be put in place by NHS England controlled drug accountable officers to ensure controlled drug
concerns and good practice are shared nationally where appropriate.
Healthcare providers must determine whether they are required to appoint a controlled drug accountable officer or
whether they meet the criteria for an exemption.
The Care Quality Commission should summarise the key messages from the Controlled Drugs National Group meetings and circulate them to NHS England controlled drug accountable officers to pass on to members of their controlled
drug local intelligence networks.

The CQC has produced a very useful CD audit self-assesment tool which can be accessed via http://www.cqc.org.uk/content/controlleddrugs
Remember Dispex runs controlled drugs training sessions, accredited by the Dispensing Doctors’ Association across the country. If you
would like to sponsor a controlled drugs training in your area please email training@dispex.net or phone us on 01604 859000. If you
have a good relationship with your local CDAO and would like to pass on our details to them we may be able to work with them and
yourselves to provide relevant training to dispensing practices.
Greg Bull
www.dispex.net

Pharmaceutical pricing and prescription video’s
Our managing director Charles Joynson has recently created a number of short video’s about the way UK pharmaceutical pricing (the
discounted prices chemists pay) and prescription data works in the UK.’
The videos are broadly split into:
1. ScriptMap videos about prescription data in the UK (6 videos)
2. UK discounted pricing data and loss of exclusivity (5 videos)

They can be viewed at:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC07XCA0iUBnVApxN45rhB2g/videos
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App released to track drug shortages
The FDA have released a new app for android and IPhone that will provide information on product shortages.
It will also provide information on discontinued products.
Drugmakers must report to the agency when they suspect a drug could eventually face a shortage or be discontinued.

To read more
http://mobihealthnews.com/41108/fda-releases-app-for-clinicians-to-track-drug-shortages/

PRICE WATCH ............ UK

Digoxin and trimethoprim prices take off
Some of the highest-ever monthly price rises were recorded for trimethoprim in February, and those for digoxin were not far
behind. Independent pharmacists and dispensing doctors were paying last month more than eight-times the trade price for
28-tablet packs of trimethoprim 100mg they had been in January. Similarly, the average trade price of the 200mg strength
was more than five-times higher. Digoxin prices also rocketed in 14-count packs (see Figure 2).

To see more go to http://www.wavedata.co.uk/newinfo.asp and view our article from this month’s Generics Bulletin.
WaveData
Subscribe to the industry's comprehensive source of news and analysis.
www.generics-bulletin.com
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Forthcoming events
Organizer

Date

Venue Link or Email

The future for health technologies

18th March
2015

London

01344 864796

US Healthcare Reform – Overview & Opportunities

26th March
2015

London

https://www.abhi-events.org.uk/abhi/frontend/reg/thome.csp?
pageID=35689&eventID=116&eventID=116

11th EGA Legal Affairs Forum

26-27 March
2015

Belgium www.egaevents.org

EMA SME workshop

16 April 2015 London terlez (at) eucope.org

Critical Factors for a Pharma 5-year plan

16 April 2015 Waterloo jill (at) ptbusinessgroups.com

EMIG Conference

21st April

London www.emig.org.uk

EMA/EGA Joint Workshop

30th April

London www.egaevents.org

UKTI Trade Mission to the BIO International Convention

June 14th to
18th

Philadelmissions (at) uktilondon.org.uk
phia

DIA Annual meeting

14th – 18th
June

Washington

Applied Research and the Clinical Practice Research Datalink (CPRD); how
CPRD can help you answer research questions in practice - with CPRD research staff

12th May
2015

London www.emig.org

Biomarkers and Companion Diagnostics for Targeted Treatments – an all-day
multi-stakeholder summit at Pinsent Masons

9tth September 2015

London www.emig.org

Health Economics for the non-Health Economist – an all-day practical workshop 17th Novemwith MAP Biopharma and Roboleo
ber 2015

London www.emig.org

mail (at) ccra.org.uk

The Medical and Scientific group meetings for 2015

Quicker access to patient data for GPs
Due to a data sharing agreement, GPs will soon be able to access patient data from other practices, community and secondary care.
The SystmOne and EmisWeb IT systems which are being used to share the data, is a move towards improving
patient care.
It will also improve communications outside of general practice, as better visibility of patient records will be
able to be viewed.
To read more
http://www.pulsetoday.co.uk/your-practice/practice-topics/it/gps-to-get-quicker-and-easier-access-to-patient-information-under-data-sharing-deal/20009454.article#.VQaxck9yb1I
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WaveData — Top ten searched products where the focus was to February 2015
According to WaveData, these were the most commonly investigated products in searches of the online pricing data Wavedata Live at http://www.wavedata.net
Both uk and pi prices were viewed for each product, giving some indication of where the focus was to February 2015
WaveData prices in the top 10 article are averages.

Dec-14

Jan-15

Feb-15

Mebeverine Tabs 135mg 100

£9.76

£8.62

£9.01

Bendroflumethiazide Tabs 2.5mg 28

£0.18

£0.24

£0.34

Aripiprazole Tabs 10mg 28

£89.80

£86.67

£91.02

Avodart Caps 0.5mg 30

£20.94

£16.49

£15.86

Exemestane Tabs 25mg 30

£38.27

£39.25

£39.45

£161.57

£155.18

Aripiprazole Tabs 30mg 28
Lofepramine Tabs 70mg 56

£4.83

£10.28

£16.32

Metformin Tabs 500mg 28

£0.77

£0.72

£0.68

Trimethoprim Tabs 200mg 14

£0.39

£1.02

£5.19

£26.46

£26.46

£25.96

Eklira Genuair 322mcg 1 (60 Doses)

This bulletin now goes out to 3900 plus people.

If you would like to add or suggest any articles/comments, please let me know by the 16th
April 2015, as I will be issuing the next bulletin on the 23rd April 2015

If you have any colleagues who would like to receive this, please let them know about it.

You can view all copies of the Bulletin at
http://www.wavedata.co.uk/newinfo.asp
Jackie Moss
WaveData Ltd

E-mail:

Jackie@wavedata.co.uk
Twitter @wavedata

