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Cold sore treatment could be used to treat skin cancer
Specialists at the NHS Royal Marsden Hospital and the Institute of Cancer
Research (ICR) confirmed that melanoma skin cancer patients treated with a
modified herpes virus (the virus that causes cold sores) had improved survival – a world first.
The modified herpes virus is harmless to normal cells but when injected into
tumours it replicates and releases substances to help fight the cancer.
Cancer scientists predict it will be the first of many in the coming years – adding a new weapon to our arsenal of cancer treatments.
The treatment is not yet licensed.
To read more
http://www.independent.co.uk/life-style/health-and-families/health-news/world-first-as-scientists-provide-proof-that-viruses-can-combat-cancer-10277315.html
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£16m-batch of fake, unlicensed drugs seized
The Medicines and Healthcare products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) have seized an
estimated £16 million of fake and unlicensed drugs.
Included in the seized drugs were illegally supplied and potentially harmful slimming
pills, erectile dysfunction tablets, anaemia tablets and narcolepsy tablets.
Nearly twice the amount of what was seized last year, high lightly that there is a
growth in fake and unlicensed drugs.

Special points of interest:

To read more
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/uk-leads-the-way-with-158-million-seizure-in-global-operation-targeting-counterfeit-andunlicensed-medicines-and-devices
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First nasal migraine spray for school agers has been approved
The FDA has given to go ahead of the first nasal migraine spray (Impax’ Zomig) to
treat 12 years and older who suffer from migraines.
ZOMIG Nasal Spray is the first nasal-delivered prescription medicine approved for
the treatment of acute migraine and may offer an alternative method of administration when patients experience migraine-associated nausea, have difficulty taking
oral formulations.
To read more
http://www.katv.com/story/29330326/fda-approves-zomig-zolmitriptan-nasal-spray-for-migraine-in-pediatric-patients-ages-12-17
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First new oral antibiotic in the UK
The first new oral antibiotic in almost 15 years has been launched by Merck Pharmaceuticals.
Sivextro (tedizolid phosphate) is the first oral treatment to be released in the oxazolidinone class of antibiotics
since 2001. It is approved to treat acute bacterial skin and skin structure infections (ABSSSI), often caused by
the MRSA superbug.
Derek Butler, the chair of the charity MRSA Action UK, says: “I hope that this will be the start of things to come.
We need pharmaceutical companies, governments, those providing healthcare and the public to all play their
part in using these new treatments wisely. However, there is still a way to go to bring about the change in a
culture that has relied too heavily on these golden bullets.”
To read more
http://www.pharmafile.com/news/396612/merck-launches-new-antibiotic-uk

(Nordic launched an injectable antibiotic last year)

PRICE WATCH ............ UK

Biggest risers granted price concessions
The latest list of pricing concessions for pharmacists negotiated by the UK’s Pharmaceutical Services Negotiating Committee (PSNC) – which overrides Drug Tariff prices for products with high trade prices – reflected some of the biggest price rises recorded in May.

To see more go to http://www.wavedata.co.uk/newinfo.asp and view our article from this
month’s Generics Bulletin.
WaveData
Subscribe to the industry's comprehensive source of news and analysis.
www.generics-bulletin.com
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Shortages vs Euro Exchange Rate
In amongst all the pricing data Wavedata collect we find price lists which label some products
as ‘limited availability.
For example ‘Exforge Tabs 10mg/160mg 28 Limited Availability’
This means that the stock is running short in the wholesaler which published the price list, but
has not yet run out completely.
When we counted the number of times we saw products labelled as ‘limited availability’ each
month we found that it produced a trend which paralleled the Euro/Pound exchange rate.
However this didn’t make any sence to us as it suggested there were fewer shortages when
the Euro and Pound were close to parity.
We expected that with a weak pound and parity there would be fewer PI packs brought into
the UK and thus more chance of shortages rather than less.
The graph also predicts that as the pound gets stronger there will be more shortages.
Can anyone explain this?
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Company profile
Genshone Transformation is a new consultancy formed with the aim of helping the
NHS, its suppliers and solution providers to work together to implement the eProcurement Strategy. The eProcurement Strategy for the NHS, published in April 2014, seeks
to use technologies from many sectors which are proven to deliver efficiencies in procurement and safety. Using global standards (GS1) to consistently identify people,
places and products and using standardised information sharing platforms such as
GDSN and PEPPOL will help the NHS achieve the efficiency savings it needs in the
coming years. Suppliers who can demonstrate compliance with the eProcurement Strategy will have a clear competitive advantage in selling to the NHS and will have a head
start in meeting other regulatory demands such as the Falsified Medicines Directive and
Unique Device Identification rules.
For further information contact Chris Doyle on 07880-387525, Christopher.Doyle@me.com

Forthcoming events
Organizer

Date

Venue

Link or Email

China Healthcare & Life Sciences Roadshow 2015

29 June - 8 July

London, Manchester, Belfast,
http://www.cbbc.org/whatson/healthcare-life-sciences-uk-roadshow/
Glasgow, Leeds,
Cardiff

International prudent healthcare summit - Welsh Government Thursday 9th
in partnership with the British Medical Journal
July

Cardiff /
Caerdydd,
United Kingdom

Reception on the House of Lords Terrace 6.30pm - 9.00pm + Thursday 16th
Tour of The Palace of Westminster
July 2015

House of Lords.
mail (at) ccra.org.uk.
London

http://www.eventbrite.com/e/prudent-healthcare-summit-uwchgynhadledd-gofal-iechyd-darbodus-tickets-16532303565

18th Annual IGPA Conference

16-19 September 2015

Toronto, Canada

Conference on life sciences in the UK - Next steps for UK
health life sciences

22nd October
2015

Central London

2015 GPhA Fall Technical Conference

2-4 November
2015

North Bethesda,
www.gphaonline.org/events
Maryland, US

www.igpa2015toronto.com
www.westminsterbusinessforum.co.uk

The Medical and Scientific group meetings for
2015
Biomarkers and Companion Diagnostics for Targeted Treat9tth September
ments – an all-day multi-stakeholder summit at Pinsent MaLondon
2015
sons

www.emig.org

Health Economics for the non-Health Economist – an all-day 17th November
London
practical workshop with MAP Biopharma and Roboleo
2015

www.emig.org
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WaveData — Top ten searched products where the focus was to May 2015
According to WaveData, these were the most commonly investigated products in searches of the online pricing data Wavedata Live at http://www.wavedata.net
Both uk and pi prices were viewed for each product, giving some indication of where the focus was to May 2015
WaveData prices in the top 10 article are averages.

Product

Mar-15

Apr-15

May-15

Metformin Tabs 500mg 28

£0.65

£0.60

£0.56

Metformin SR Tabs 500mg 28

£2.52

£2.36

£2.25

Loperamide Caps 2mg 30

£2.44

£2.34

£2.34

£17.39

£18.43

£16.85

Simvastatin Tabs 40mg 28

£0.44

£0.44

£0.39

Aripiprazole Tabs 10mg 28

£71.77

£61.89

£56.30

Lofepramine Tabs 70mg 56

£24.41

£27.27

£26.42

£5.89

£5.96

Mebeverine Tabs 135mg 100

Brinzolamide Eye Drops 10mg/ml 5ml
Carbimazole Tabs 5mg 100

£72.63

£73.16

£81.05

Hydrocortisone Tabs 10mg 30

£63.33

£62.72

£62.93

This bulletin now goes out to 3900 plus people.
If you would like to add or suggest any articles/comments, please let me
know by the 15th July 2015, as I will be issuing the next bulletin on the 22nd
July 2015
If you have any colleagues who would like to receive this, please let them
know about it.
You can view all copies of the Bulletin at
http://www.wavedata.co.uk/newinfo.asp
Jackie Moss
WaveData Ltd
E-mail:

Jackie@wavedata.co.uk
Twitter @wavedata

